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2. Connection-Former Activities

3. Play to teach content

4. Whole-course 
design

Pyram
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*I attempted to infuse play as a foundation with these things - every class period had elements of play.



1. Embody Playfulness / The Playful Professor 

● …presenting assignments with the enthusiasm of a 
gameshow host.

● …by creating memes to support content.
● …by dressing up in a way that links to content.
● …by opening myself up to fun & sharing parts of myself with 

students.
● …by using peppy music interludes for transitions in class
● …by laughing at myself.
● …by using multi-purpose toys (like play-doh) in class.
● …by starting off class with a body shake.

“I embody playfulness by…”

Must challenge 

societal narratives!



Wacky Questions

https://wheelofnames.com/cpq-jun

2. Connection Formers

https://flappybird.io/

https://wheelofnames.com/cpq-jun
https://flappybird.io/


3. Play to Teach Content

   Case Study

 

Animal Client - read children’s book Giraffes Can’t Dance 
then create “client” profile based on real facts about 
giraffes turned into reasons to seek counseling services.

   Important Handout

  Small 
  Group Discussion

Becomes a timed competition to create their own feeling 
wheel, challenging them to practice feeling word recall. 
Share their lists, total # of words.

Discussion - timed competition to create “5 Golden 
Rules” added playful catch, the 5 rules must create an 
acrostic. Share out, most creative win’s prize.

Regular ‘Ole Playful Pedagogy



4. Whole Course design





Professors at Play
Website: Professorsatplay.org
YouTube: Professors at Play
Insta: @professors.at.play
Facebook: @professorsatplay
Twitter: @playprofessors

Professors at Play



Questions?


